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Questions with Short Answers 

1 . Is it compulsory to be a Muqallid (follower of an authoritative scholar)? 

No, if you have the aBiCity for ijfihd.cC \fes, if you do not have. 

2. Is there no hope of salvation in the Hereafter without Taqlid (following an 
authoritative scholar)? 

There is no redemption onCy -when you do neither TaqCidnor 
Ijtihdd. 

3. Has Allah's Prophet cj^commanded us to become Muqallid? 
\jes, to thepeopCe not hCessedwith the ahiCity of Ijtihdd. 
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4. Whose Taqlid did the Sahabah do? 

The SahaBah who couCcCnot do Ijtihad foCCowed those who couCd 

5. Whose Taqlid did the Muslims before these four Imams of Jurisprudence do? And if 
they didn't do Taql'id, how will they escape the fire of Hell? 

The Ijtihad-ineCigiBCe MusCims used to foCCow the teachers of those 
four Imams who were TaB'e TdBi'is, TdBi'is and SahaBah. 

Ijtihad: It is extraction of rulings not explicitly stated in the Quran and Hadiths by 
pondering over the relevant texts of the Quran and Hadith. 

In our times, only a person who has sufficient knowledge of the Quran, Hadith, Tafsir, 
Usiile Tafsir, Usiile Hadith, Asmaur Rijal, Usiile Fiqh, 'Arabic language and literature of 
the Prophet's days (not of this day), is eligible to do Ijtihad. 

Questions with Long Answers 

1 . Is it compulsory to be a Muqallid (follower of an authoritative scholar)? 

That depends. If you have enough knowledge of the Quran, Hadith, Tafsir, Usiile Tafsir, 
Usiile Hadith, Asmaur Rijal, Usiile Fiqh, Arabic language and literature of the Prophet's 
days (not of this day), if you have sufficient amount of piety that would prevent you from 
obeying your own whims instead of the letter and spirit of the Shari'ah, if you are blessed 
with abundance of time and patience miraculous dexterity at research that would let you 
search for the evidences for all the acts of Salah before the time of the next Salah comes 
up, being Muqallid is not for you. 

If the above paragraph looks mind-boggling or confusing, or incomprehensible, or if you 
are a lesser mortal like the rest of us, it is compulsory to be a Muqallid. 

2. Is there no hope of salvation in the Hereafter without Taqlid (following an 
authoritative scholar)? 
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If you belong to the first category, there is no salvation and najat without Ijtihad, ie 
finding out the rulings yourself by collating, considering and pondering over the vast 
textual resource base for each and every ruling of the Shariah. If you belong to the second 
category, there is no salvation and success without Taqlid. 

3. Has Allah's Prophet piUj &l commanded us to become Muqallid? 

Allah and His Prophet gave both the commands: to become Mujtahid, and to become 
Muqallid. Every person has to follow either of the two commands. There is no option for 
neither or both. 

Allah's Prophet compliments Hazrat Mu'az upon his 
readiness for Ijtihad 

Allah's Prophet & sent Hazrat Mu'az ibn Jabal ^ &l to Yemen as Qazi and teacher. 
He asked Hazrat Mu'az how he would adjudicate cases there. Hazrat Mu'az said he 
would base his verdicts on the Quran, then on the Hadith, and if neither had a direct 

V? , _ _ _ ^ _ _ ~ 

jl ^Ijl LaJ ^ijjJj AjJc iill ^il a jill Jjiaj (jl < J^ 1 ^ ° Ci^ 'w JaI (ja (_^AjI (jc- ja uj (jj 'oJ}ji-a]l cff^' Cj^ iS^" CM '"'^jl^l O^" 

Ls l^a ill J jjlajS ; Jl! i«?.il LjljS (J -1 Jl! ; Jl! ^l^&J ^ - lall ; Jl! i«?£HjJ i*l5 (_>iajc. lil j^JaSj Csj£» ; Jl! (jijll Jl liUi I - it V; 

alii a *Ull JjLij CjJ)liaa ,jll Vj 'tjj ^'f ^ I J^ «?*Hll S- 1 ^ is? *P^"IJ <^ J' a ^ Jj*0 ^ u!^» i^lujj 4jic. iill 

(Tq ^ Y i-SjI-s jj!) .*^l Jj^jj t^-^-lw ^ ^ Jj^O 'cJj-^O c3^J ^ N M» ; J^j to j-i^a AjIc 

Some companions of Hazrat Mu'az ibn Jabal is^fj said: When Allah's Prophet J^=> 
intended to send Mu'az ibn Jabal to Yemen, he asked: How will you judge when the 
occasion of deciding a case arises? 

He replied: I shall judge in accordance with Allah's Book. 

The Prophet asked: (What will you do) if you do not find any guidance in Allah's Book? 
He replied: (I shall act) in accordance with the Sunnah (tradition) of Allah's Prophet 

He asked: (What will you do) if you do not find any guidance in the Sunnah of Allah's Prophet 
^Lj iiii ^.La nor i n Allah's Book? 

He replied: I shall do my best to form an opinion and I shall spare no effort. 

Allah's Prophet f^j 4-jIc. then patted him on his breast and said: Thanks to Allah Who 

has guided His Messenger's messenger to the path which pleases His Messenger! 

(Abu Dawiid: 3592) 
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ruling, he would do his utmost to form an opinion on his own. The answer pleased 
Allah's Prophet St so much that he heartily complimented Hazrat Mu'az. 

All the Mujtahids right from the time of Hazrat Mu'az ibn Jabal and other noble Sahabah, 
during the days of the Seven Jurist Tabi'i's of Mad'fnah, in the period of the four great 
Imams, and up to the centuries of later jurists and scholars have only acted on the above 
Hadith of Allah's Prophet ajSb iiil JL*. 

Allah's Prophet commands the common men to do Taqlid 

As for the common men who can not devote themselves 24X7 to the study of Islamic 
sciences, the Prophet urges them to ask. In the accompanying Hadith the Prophet does not 
enjoin them to "do their best and form an opinion based on the Quran and Hadith". They 
are commanded to ask and follow. That is Taqlid. The common men from the days of the 
Sahabah till today have acted upon this. 

4. Whose Taqlid did the Sahabah do? 

The common Sahabah were muqallids of the mujtahid Sahabah. So were the Tabi'i's and 
all the Muslims later on. 



£LLi Lajli Ijilxj -1 jj I jJLuj Vi o iHlij Jf=^ 4 4^- LS^ 3 LS^' LS^" i^jLaa JnHr- li eLa]! Ls lc. dljij : aa J 

Hazrat Jabir ^ [s^'j narrates: We went on an expedition during which one of our companions 
was struck with a stone in his head. He then had a wet dream (which necessitates bath for 
purification). He enquired his companions if it was permissible for him to do Tayammum instead 
of bathing. They stated there could be no permission for Tayammum when he was capable of 
using water. The wounded Sahabi took bath and died. 

When we returned to the Prophet f^j J^>, he got the report of the incident. He voiced his 

displeasure, "These people have killed him! May Allah kill them! When they did not know the 
ruling, why didn't they ask others? After all, the solution for ignorance is enquiry. It would have 
been sufficient for him to do Tayammum, bandage his wound, wipe his hands over it, and wash 
the rest of his body." 

(Abu Dawud: 3592) 
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The Mujtahid Sahabah: 

According to Allamah Ibn Qayyim Al Jauziyyah (d. 751 AH), they were 130+ men and 
women. Out of them seven were more prolific in Ijtihad: Hazrat 'Umar ibn Al Khattab, 
Ali ibn Abi Talib, Abdullah ibn Mas'ud, 'Aishah (the Mother of Believers), Zaid ibn 
Thabit, Abdullah ibn Abbas and Abdullah ibn 'Umar (4^ is^'j. (A'lamul Muwaqqa'i'n 
1/10) 

After the days of the Sahabah too, the common Muslims continued to visit the Mujtahids 
to get the rulings. In the days of the Tabi'i'n there were seven jurists in Madinah who had 
achieved special acclaim for their ijtihad: Sa'i'd ibn Al Musayyab, Urwah ibn Zubair, 
Qasim ibn Muhammad, Kharijah ibn Zaid, Abu Bakr ibn Abdur Rahman, Sulaiman ibn 
Yasar, and Ubaidullah ibn 'Utbah. 

A little later came the four great Imams of jurisprudence: Imam Abu Hanifah (d. 150), 
Malik bin Anas (d. 179), Muhammad ibn Idris Ash Shafi'i (d. 204), and Imam Ahmad 
ibn Hanbal (d. 241) 

A parallel can be found in the history of the science of Hadith. In the days of Sahabah, 
the great Muhaddiths were Abu Hurairah, Abdullah ibn 'Umar, Aishah, Abdullah ibn 
'Amr ibn Al 'As f4^ tr^J- Hazrat Abdullah ibn 'Amr ibn Al 'As even compiled a 
book in Hadith: "As Sahifatus Sadiqah". In the next generation, Imam Muhammad ibn 
Muslim Zuhri, Sa'id ibn Musayyab and others gained special recognition for teaching 
Hadith. Then came the six great Imams of Hadith: Bukhari (256), Muslim (261), Ibn 
Majah (273), Abu Dawiid (275), Tirmizi (279) and Nasai (303). Till this day, we continue 
to refer the books of these later Imams instead of "As Sahifatus Sadiqah" for the simple 
reason that "As Sahifah" is no more available whereas these six books are easy to find. 

Similarly, the detailed juristic compilations of the earlier jurists is not available whereas 
for these four great Imams of jurisprudence, it is easily available. So, we follow these 
four. 

5. Whose Taqlid did the Muslims before these four Imams of Jurisprudence do? And if 
they didn't do Taqlid, how will they escape the fire of Hell? 

I think the question has been answered already. Before the four Imams as also after them, 
the common Muslims followed, obeyed and did Taqlid. The Mujtahids in all the ages did 
Ijithad. The Mujtahids will get salvation due to their Ijtihad, whereas the common 
Muslims would get salvation and Allah's mercy due to their Taqlid. 
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